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Eau Claire County Extension Office  227 
1st Street West 
Altoona, WI  54720                  

Phone: (715) 839-4712   
Fax: (715) 839-6277                                                    

Website:  eauclaire.extension.wisc.edu 
Facebook: facebook.com/ 
extensioneauclairecounty 
 

Instagram:  eccounty4hambassadors 
Snapchat:  eccounty4hambassadors 

Hello 4-Hers, 
   It’s July already.  How did that happen?  The squash bugs have arrived and 
I’ve been picking squash vine borer eggs off of my squash and cucumber 
plants.  It takes patience and care to make sure that I actually get the fruits of 
my labors.  The same is true with the 4-H program.  It takes patience and 
care and part of that is getting feedback from you all.  Thank you to all who 
took the 4-H programming survey.  The Hohmann family name was drawn 
out of a hat of all participants to receive some 4-H swag.   
   Some highlights from the survey:  44 people responded.  Two of those were 
youth.  87% said they would appreciate more programming from 4-H.  Most 
people checked either every other week or once a month for how often they 
would like programming.  There was wide interest across all suggested op-
tions with photography(27), crafts(29), and STEM(27) getting the most clicks.  
And, there were 18 people who said they were ready to close their computers 
down for the summer. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   This means that I would like to create a variety of programming.  I am still 
planning, but I have some initial offerings listed on the calendar page.  You 
will be asked to register ahead of time in order to receive supplies or a chal-
lenge, depending upon the topic and to provide you an option to participate 
off-screen if that works better for your family. 
   There are a lot of questions regarding when 4-H programming can go back 
to in-person.  At this time, our first priority is the safety of all of our members.  
This means that we cannot go back to regular programming yet.  But, there is 
an opportunity for small groups (10 or less) to meet if the event cannot hap-
pen virtually.  There is an approval process and it must go through the Exten-
sion Educator.  (Think dog obedience, horse clinics, rocket launches, etc.)  
For the most up-to-date information, click this link for the FAQ on current pro-
gramming guidance.  It is updated regularly.  
  I have received questions about how youth can exhibit at the fair if 4-H is not 
allowing in-person events.  4-H has been a long-term partner with Fairs.  In 
Eau Claire County this is especially the case, but 4-H does not make the de-
cisions about whether the fair goes forward.  That is the Fair Committee’s 
role.  Extension supports current health guidance that encourages social dis-
tancing and wearing face coverings to prevent the spread of the coronavirus. 
If your family feels comfortable exhibiting at the Eau Claire County Show-
case, you may do so.  Please visit the Wisconsin State 4-H website or click 
this link for the FAQ on 4-H and Fairs. 
 
Growing with you all, 

https://eauclaire.extension.wisc.edu/
https://www.facebook.com/extensioneauclairecounty
https://www.facebook.com/extensioneauclairecounty
https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/4-h-faqs-related-to-covid-19/
https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/4-h-faqs-related-to-covid-19/
https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/extension-fair-faq/
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Project Literature 

Clover Leaves 

Need 4-H publication materials?   

EC County 4-H’s Publication Library just grew!  In addition to materials for the many 
projects we already had, we just received publications on the following project areas: 

+ Adult Leadership  + Science:  Wind Power and Robotics + Health 

+ Service Learning  + Celebrate Art     + Aerospace 

+ Scale Models   + Photography     + Horses 

+ Theatre Arts   + Sewing      + Rabbits 

 

See the full library list here: “Project Literature Library”.  Come to the Extension Office 
to check-out materials for a month, free! 

If you are a club officer: we have  publications to help you better understand your 
duties!  Contact the Extension Office to borrow them. 

Looking for Cloverbud materials? Contact the Extension Office. 

You can always purchase your own items at 

www.4hmall.org  

Does your club or project group  
have a Facebook page?   

Let us know about it so Extension can be a fan.  Be 
sure your club/project “likes” EC County UWEX—let 
us help each other get the word out! 
 

New to 4-H this year?  

Be sure to “like” Eau Claire 
County UW-Extension, and the 
Expo Center, on Facebook to 
stay current of 4-H and Fair info!  

AND 

Add “Extension Rachel” to your 
friends. 

CLUBS!  

Submit the minutes from your last 
meeting for admission in the Clover 
Leaves so your members can see 
the highlights and other clubs can 

see your good example!   

 

Email to Andy by the 20th of each 
month. 

Andy.Heren@co.eau-claire.wi.us 

Eau Claire County Extension Office    
227 1st Street West 
Altoona, WI  54720                  

Phone: (715) 839-4712   
Fax: (715) 839-6277                                                    

Website:  eauclaire.extension.wisc.edu 
Facebook: facebook.com/ 
extensioneauclairecounty 

 
Instagram:  eccounty4hambassadors 
Snapchat:  eccounty4hambassadors 

http://eauclaire.uwex.edu/4-h-clubs/
http://www.4hmall.org/
https://www.facebook.com/home.php#!/eauclairecountyuwex?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/home.php#!/eauclairecountyuwex?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/home.php#!/eauclairecountyuwex?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/home.php#!/EauClaireExpoCenter?fref=ts
mailto:sara.novotny@ces.uwex.edu
mailto:Andy.Heren@co.eau-claire.wi.us
https://eauclaire.extension.wisc.edu/
https://www.facebook.com/extensioneauclairecounty
https://www.facebook.com/extensioneauclairecounty
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Eau Claire County 4-H 
Leaders Association 

 

September 15, 2020  

6:30 PM  

  

Agenda Items: 

• Association 
Roles/Responsibilities 

• Club leader check-in 

• Fundraising 

• Awards Banquet 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Zooms/At home activities: 

July 9, 4PM:  Face painting Demo SIGN UP LINK 

July 16 4PM: Cooking & Nutrition (Apple Muffins) 

July 21 4PM: Nature exploration  

July 23 4PM: Youth Led zoom or Educator 

July 28 4PM:  Photography I 

July 30 4PM:  Animal Show & Tell 

August 4PM:  Pie Crust & Pie (Rhubarb Custard) 

August 6 4PM:  Photography II 

August 18 4PM:  STEAM activities 

August 27 4PM:  Flower Arranging 

 

Older Youth!  PLEASE SIGN UP TO 
LEAD ZOOM DEMONSTRATIONS: 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/17g1zULSh3LnPCK
JkOJd01mhrpD3c3Ku-G84KfDzHA4c/edit  

 

Dates: 
Saturday at 10:30                       Thursday at 4:00 
July 9—Lily Schwartz                 August 13—Open 
July 18—Open                           July 23—Open                 
August 8—Open  

Leaders Association 

4-H Volunteer in Training (VIP) 

Calendar 

A virtual VIP will be offered via zoom in cooperation with Dunn and Portage Counties.  

 

Saturday, July 18 at 10:00AM and Wednesday, July 22 at 6:30PM.   
 

Sign up using this google form:  https://forms.gle/4jkMvsHvoYzuCv7U6 

 

https://forms.gle/JyL1uViYoXJJvWDt7
https://docs.google.com/document/d/17g1zULSh3LnPCKJkOJd01mhrpD3c3Ku-G84KfDzHA4c/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/17g1zULSh3LnPCKJkOJd01mhrpD3c3Ku-G84KfDzHA4c/edit
https://forms.gle/4jkMvsHvoYzuCv7U6
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1st Saturday Of The Month 

Month Club Contact Phone email 

August Country Cousins Yvonne Addie (715) 829-0934 yvonneaddie@gmail.com 

September Sugarbush Lillian Hadorn (715) 286-2619   

October Pleasant Hill Go Getters Jodi Thesing-Ritter (715) 828-7221 thesinjm@uwec.edu 

November Beef River Pacesetters Renee Marino (715) 577-1134 rjmarino5@gmail.com 

December Pleasant Valley Heather Iverson (715) 514-7979 heathermarie_7@hotmail.com 

4-H On the Air Schedule 

Options for Online meetings: 

1. Zoom Basic - Free - Meetings for a limited number of participants for up to 40 minutes. 

2. Zoom Pro - $14.99 per month - Up to 100 participants per meeting. No time limit. (Zoom is available Free 
for educational use - https://blog.zoom.us/wordpress/2020/03/13/how-to-use-zoom-for-online-learning/ 

3. Google Meet - Free - Restrictions vary based on whether they are using Google Suite or regular Gmail as 
a host account. https://cloud.google.com/blog/products/g-suite/helping-businesses-and-schools-stay-
connected-in-response-to-coronavirus 

4. Cisco WebEx - Free during the Pademic - https://help.webex.com/en-us/n80v1rcb/Cisco-Webex-Available
-Free-in-These-Countries-COVID-19-Response 

5. Microsoft Teams - Microsoft has tools within their MS Teams platform, both for paid and free users availa-
ble as part of their response to the pandemic  - https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/microsoft-
365/blog/2020/03/05/our-commitment-to-customers-during-covid-19/ 

Options for Online Meetings 

We are in need of your help in finishing the state 4-H website.  We are looking for interesting stories/
examples of activities happening in the project areas.  We are looking for stories/examples similar to this for 
all project areas and we would like to change up what is featured so the site doesn’t become stale.  We are 
also in need of photos (there are only so many stock photos) showing 4-H youth and adults taking part in 4-H 
activities. If you have good photos of action shots of 4-H projects in action, please send them to Ra-
chel.hartbrinson@wisc.edu. 

And, if you want to make a bigger story about a project that is a big part of 4-H, please contact Rachel to 
write up a summary.  You should also include at least 3 or 4 pictures with it. 

4-H Photos and Stories Wanted 

mailto:yvonneaddie@gmail.com
mailto:thesinjm@uwec.edu
mailto:rjmarino5@gmail.com
mailto:heathermarie_7@hotmail.com
https://blog.zoom.us/wordpress/2020/03/13/how-to-use-zoom-for-online-learning/
https://cloud.google.com/blog/products/g-suite/helping-businesses-and-schools-stay-connected-in-response-to-coronavirus
https://cloud.google.com/blog/products/g-suite/helping-businesses-and-schools-stay-connected-in-response-to-coronavirus
https://help.webex.com/en-us/n80v1rcb/Cisco-Webex-Available-Free-in-These-Countries-COVID-19-Response
https://help.webex.com/en-us/n80v1rcb/Cisco-Webex-Available-Free-in-These-Countries-COVID-19-Response
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/microsoft-365/blog/2020/03/05/our-commitment-to-customers-during-covid-19/
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/microsoft-365/blog/2020/03/05/our-commitment-to-customers-during-covid-19/
mailto:Rachel.hartbrinson@wisc.edu
mailto:Rachel.hartbrinson@wisc.edu
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Older Youth Council News 

Special Fair Issue 

Keep your eyes open. A special Fair Issue will be coming 
out soon! 
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4-H  At–Home Activities 

While we are at home due to the coronavirus, we will be including some activities for your family.  If 
there is a specific project that you would like me to highlight, let me know!  I hope you enjoy…                
     Rachel 

New Pennies from Old Ones  
 

Supplies: 

6 dark-colored pennies 

Sturdy plate 

1 teaspoon salt 

2 Tablespoons vinegar 

 

Arrange the pennies at the center of the plate.  Make sure the pennies don’t touch or overlap.  Sprin-
kle salt on the pennies and then pour the vinegar on top of the salt.  Watch what happens! 

Thinking beyond…  

1. What is happening here? 

2. Could you perform this as a magic trick? 

3. What happens if you don’t add the salt?   

4. Vinegar is an acid.  What other kinds of acids could you try this with? 

5. When might it be important to be able to remove the tarnish on copper? 

Answers: 

1. Dark pennies are tarnished because copper reacts with oxygen, one of the gases that makes up 
air.  (It’s what our lungs take out of air to make our bodies work, too.)  Oxygen “oxidizes” the sur-
face of the copper which makes a layer copper oxide or tarnish on the surface.  Vinegar is an ac-
id.  Acids often react with (that means combine to make a change) metals.  The vinegar dis-
solved the tarnished coating on the pennies, leaving the clean copper underneath. 

2. Absolutely.  Practice ahead of time to figure out the timing and then wave your hands and say 
magic words like, “Abracadabra science” to wow your audience. 

3. The pennies will still get shiny, but it should take longer. 

4. Only use edible acids like lemon juice or tomato juice. 

5. Many plumbing pipes are made of copper.  To fit them together, plumbers use melted metal.  
But, melted metal only sticks to pure copper.  Tarnished copper doesn’t stick together very well 
so pipes leak if they aren’t cleaned properly before they are connected. 
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Community Service Project:  Garlic Mustard Control 

Garlic mustard is an invasive, non-native plant.  Non-native means that it was 
brought here from another continent.  Invasive means that it takes over areas 
quickly and is hard to control.  The DNR has a list of restricted and prohibited inva-
sive species on their website.   

Why does it matter?   

• Invasive plant species can cause lots of economic damage if they get into fields 
or pastures.   

• Birds eat caterpillars.  Non-native plants don’t host many insect larva. 
This means there are fewer caterpillars for birds to feed their young.  If 
invasive species take over, birds can have a hard time finding food.   

• If the invasive plant takes over, you will not see as many wildflowers 
and other kinds of plants because the invasive one outcompetes them.   

Garlic mustard produces hundreds to thousands of seeds per plant and 
those seeds stick around in the soil for about seven years.  It’s a biannual, 
meaning that the first year it sends up rosette leaves and the second year it 
sends up a flower stalk with little white flowers.  One of the reasons it is so 
successful is that it changes the soil chemistry so that other plants have a 
harder time growing. 

Activity: 

Find a place such as a park, or someone’s backyard that has garlic mustard 
and adopt it as a club or family.   This is allowed under current Extension guide-
lines as you can conduct this as a “no contact” activity.  (Families should be at 
the park at different times.)  Right now is a great time to pull garlic mustard be-
cause it hasn’t started dropping seeds yet.  Share photos or number of pounds 
of garlic mustard pulled with each other to feel the collective impact. 

How to remove:  You can spray garlic mustard with glyphosate, but pulling is 
effective, especially if seeds have set.  Pull taproot and plant.  Place the tops in 
plastic bags, tie, and throw in the garbage.  If you have a commercial compost-
ing site, check with them to see if the temperature gets high enough to kill the 
seeds before sending to the compost site. Plants with flowers should also be 
bagged and removed as seeds can form even from a pulled flower.   

Thinking beyond…  

1. Visit the Wisconsin or Minnesota DNR website and look at the list of invasive species.  Do you 
recognize any?  Are only plants considered invasive?  What other kinds of animals and plants 
might be non-native?  Are all non-native species invasive?   

2. If you remove invasive plants, how do you keep them from coming back?  One way is to plant 
native plants that will fill up the space where the invasive was growing.  What native species 
could you plant to keep garlic mustard from spreading? 

First year garlic mustard rosette.  (Could be 
confused with violets or creeping Charlie.) 

Garlic mustard with flowers (photo by 
Dave Hanson from Minnesota DNR) 

Garlic mustard patch with seed pods. 



Clover Leaves Page 8 



Clover Leaves Page 9 



Clover Leaves Page 10 



Clover Leaves Page 11 



Clover Leaves Page 12 



Clover Leaves Page 13 



Clover Leaves Page 14 



Clover Leaves Page 15 



Clover Leaves Page 16 



SIGN UP for YOUTH DEMONSTRATIONS on Zoom 

Any older youth is welcome to sign up, regardless if they are in Older Youth Council or not.  Once 
you sign up, Rachel will contact you to make sure you have thought through your plan and technolo-
gy works.  The presentation does not need to be long and will be followed by a question and answer 
session.  If you want to do a presentation, but don’t have a topic, please contact Rachel and she 
can help you come up with something. 

 

Click this google doc link to sign up! 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/17g1zULSh3LnPCKJkOJd01mhrpD3c3Ku-G84KfDzHA4c/edit  

 

Everyone else, note the dates and times.  I will send out registration links via e-mail and post on  

Facebook once I have the topics set. 

Saturdays at 10:30 AM 

July 18    

July 23 

August 8 

August 22 

Thursdays at 4:00 PM 

July 9 

August 13 

Dual Credit for High Schoolers from CVTC 

Youth Demonstrations on Zoom 

Greetings from CVTC K12 Relations Team! We hope that this finds everyone at 4H doing well, despite all the 
Covid-19 challenges!   

 

CVTC would like to share that you and can now access high-school-specific career information via social 
media!  Ongoing postings to Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter are providing up-to-date information on 
such things as “High School Academies,” and “Start College Now” courses at the college.   We invite you all 
to simply log on to each and search on “CVTC High School Options” and click on our sites.  Each week 
you will find information geared toward either of the above programs and how to find out more information.   

 

Students participating in these programs can earn college credit while they are in high school which can be 
applied directly to CVTC programs. In addition, with high school approval, completion of courses, many 
students often have their CVTC course funded by their high school.  Even if students are unsure of their 
career pathway, they provide great opportunities for students to simply explore careers as well. 

 

We invite you to check us out on each of the above platforms as well as the college’s website. If you like what 
you see, please “like, share” and “follow.”  High School programs can be reached by going to:   https://
www.cvtc.edu/admissions/college-credit-opportunities-in-high-school.  Here you will find access to ALL of the 
high school options available to high school students. 

 

Prefer to reach us by email? That works too! Feel free to drop us a line at any time 
to:  www.hsacademies@cvtc.edu. 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/17g1zULSh3LnPCKJkOJd01mhrpD3c3Ku-G84KfDzHA4c/edit
https://www.cvtc.edu/admissions/college-credit-opportunities-in-high-school
https://www.cvtc.edu/admissions/college-credit-opportunities-in-high-school
http://www.hsacademies@cvtc.edu
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In addition to the prizes listed there will also be  a Walleye fishing rod & tackle box donated 
by Security Financial Bank. A Rodan & Fields basket donated by Christine Wathke. Gift 
cards from Scheels, Olive Garden & Metropolis Resort. And two goodie bags filled with 
items from Culver’s.  

 

The Friends of the Fair would like to personally thank each and every person who has 
supported the raffle, whether that is by selling tickets, buying tickets or donating an 
item!  We appreciates your support and effort that ultimately helps financially support the 
fair.  
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Club Minutes 
Pleasant Valley Clovers June Meeting 
 
The meeting was called to order by Sam, who also led the pledges.  We did the birthday clap for Emma. The 
motion to accept the secretary's report was made by Emma and seconded by Emilia. Camy gave the treasur-
er's report.  We welcomed Malayna as a new member.  For old business, raffle tickets are due June 22 to 
Wendy.  Emma Wathke volunteered to do 4-H on the Air for July. For the club’s silent auction basket (Family 
Fun) a motion was made by Lindsay and seconded by CC to have the club buy a cooler with wheels ($50 
limit).  Camy will get the cooler.  Club members are asked to donate smaller items.  Sign up on the google 
sheet.  Members were told there would be no rabbits at the fair, but the fair committee may be discussing 
that more. There was no other old business.  
 
For new business, if you would like to be a club officer next year, letters of intent are due to Wendy at the Ju-
ly meeting. At the August meeting there will be the election and record books are due. New forms for record 
books are in the Clover Leaves and on the website. There was no other new business. For youth leaders' 
reports they are asking older members to do Zoom Demonstrations. They will also be having an election in 
August. For leaders’ report, members were reminded that the fiscal year ends June 30, if you need to be re-
imbursed for a club expense. Also, please fill out the google survey for Rachel Hart Brinson for summer pro-
gramming needs. Fair Entry is still not open and will not be until the final decision for the fair is made. The 
Blugold Beginnings will have an online STEAM camp. The adult leaders are looking for a president. The mo-
tion to adjourn the meeting was made by Lindsay and seconded by Emma for a virtual club tour.  
 
During the virtual club tour, Sam shared her string art project.  CC demonstrated her glass art and diamond 
art.  Emma, Teresa, Allison, & Lindsay shared pictures of their dairy calves.  Emillia showed her lego car and 
talked about her rabbits.  Malayna told us about her horse and Karter is working on a birdhouse and model. 
 
Submitted by Allison Duerkop 

Pleasant Hill Go-Getters June Meeting 

The 2020 June meeting was held via ZOOM at 6:37 pm. 
Everyone shared a project that they had made and 
planned on entering in the fair. There was no secretaries re-
port. The treasurer's report was read and approved. Old 
business was motioned by Mason and Jayden.  

For new business fair updates were discussed. There was still 
no definite decision on if the fair will happen.If the fair pro-
ceeds it will be very different from what it normally is. The in-
formation on fair registration was supposed to be decided by June 16. We will still be holding a rocket meet-
ing at Jodi’s house in two smaller groups. Jayden gave a demonstration on the different parts of a rabbit.  

The meeting was adjourned and motioned by Grayson and Skyler. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Lily Schwartz   
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Club Minutes 
June 2020 Meeting Minutes- 
Eau Claire Clovers 4-H Club 

 

The Eau Claire Clovers 4-H Club was held on Zoom 

meetings, on June 14, at 4:00 P.M. 

The Ice breaker for the meeting was a 4-H themed 

kahoot led by Josie. Josie then called the meeting to 

order and pledges were done. A picture of the zoom 

call was taken for attendance. June birthdays were 

announced and the secretary’s report from May’s 

meeting was read. The secretary’s report was mo-

tioned by Hanna and seconded by Asher.  

The treasurer’s report was read by Patrica and mo-

tioned by Evan and seconded by Hannah.  

In old business, the Cloverbuds talked about their 

zoom meeting on May 30. Mallory told us about her 

experience at the meeting, where she got to see a lot 

of different animals. Miles and Marshall also talked 

about what they learned. The old business was mo-

tioned by Hannah and seconded by Mallory.  

In the new business, raffle tickets are due July 3 stubs 

are due to Francine by June 24. Stalling forms for the 

fair are due on July 1. Any questions about stalling 

forms should be forwarded to Andy or Rachel. WQCA 

is also due July 1. The fair is still going on as far as 

we know. Members were also reminded that there is a 

new record book format, and that the record books 

are due at the August meeting. There will be a potluck 

after the after fair meeting. There was also discussion 

of 4-H international. The new business was motioned 

by Asher and seconded by Marshall.  

Francine then gave the leaders’ report where she re-

minded everyone about online registration.  

 

Pleasant Valley’s Secretary Report, 
June 2020 

 
 Pleasant Valley 4-H Club held its 
monthly meeting on Thursday, the 18 of April, 
via Zoom. The meeting was called to order by 
President Anna Iverson at 6:34 P.M. Then the 
pledges were led by Hailey. Happy Birthday 
was wished to Anna, Sam, and Sophie. The 
treasurer's and secretary's reports were sent 
out in an email before the meeting. They were 
both approved by the club, Sophie made a 
motion, that was seconded by Izzy.  

We recapped old business. If you went 
on a 4-H trip this past year and still need to do a 
trip presentation there is the option to make a 
video and share that with the club. The decision 
on how the fair will look if we have one will be 
made on the 25 of June. Old business was 
approved; Liv made a motion to pass old 
business and it was seconded by Izzy. 

We moved on to new business. Online 
entry forms will open up soon so you can sign 
up for your projects. You can send Sheila 
photos of your fair projects for her to put on our 
club's Facebook page, as it would be a great 
way to see what we all are up to via Facebook. 
You can still purchase Friends of the Fair 
tickets, contact Heather if you want to purchase 
any. New business was approved by the club 
and the motion was made by Sophie and 
seconded by Liv. 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:46 
P.M.; with a motion made by Liv, and seconded 
by Izzy. After the meeting, we had a scavenger 
hunt to find certain items throughout your 
house. Take care of yourself, enjoy the warm 
weather, and stay safe. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Sydney Iverson 
 

Ava motioned the adjournment of the meeting 

and seconded by Piper. Josie adjourned the 

meeting. 

The fundraiser this month is $50 to people in 

Minneapolis affected by the riots in June.   
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